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ACT |

Scene 1

The entrance area of a police station. An unmanned
hel p desk is visible, there are various posters on
the walls (Crinestoppers, Nei ghbourhood Watch,
war ni ng about cybercrime etc). There are about siXx
unconfortabl e-1 0oking chairs along the walls. On
one of these, an elderly gentleman ARTHUR is
sitting. On nearby chairs, a burly |ooking man
PAUL is sitting with his wife KATH A uniforned
menber of the front counter staff (DESK OFFI CER)
appears at the desk, bends down and starts
shuffling through a box of papers.

PAUL

The DESK OFFI CER does not | ook up.

PAUL
Hey, you! We bin "ere fifteen m nutes.

The DESK OFFI CER s head appears.

DESK OFFI CER

1’1l be with you shortly, sir.
ARTHUR

Actually, | was here f..
PAUL

You can deal with nme now, can't ye?

DESK OFFI CER
(Standing up) Well, as you can see sir, we are very
busy right now (she indicates the waiting roomwith a
sweep of her hand)

PAUL
VWhat the fook..?

KATH
Paul ! Cal m down.

DESK OFFI CER
We have other people to deal with sir, not just
yoursel f. But | assure you, that I'll get to you next.

ARTHUR
| think I mght be ne..

( CONTI NUED)
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PAUL
Wel |, you bl oody make sure you do, eh?
KATH
For God’ s sake Paul, you' re going to get yourself
arrest ed.
DESK OFFI CER
|’d listen to your wife, sir. And just settle yourself
down.
The DESK OFFI CER di sappears. PAUL sits and
fulmnates. KATH sm | es over at ARTHUR
KATH

He’'s a bit upset. Sone m x-up with our |icence.

ARTHUR
Ri ght, yes, | see.

KATH
Superdrug’s saying we have to pay to trade on their
forecourt all of us a sudden! None of the other traders
are getting bothered for extra fees. Just us.

PAUL
Not fookin’ fair.

KATH
Alright, Paul. W’ Il get it sorted (to ARTHUR agai n)
We’'ve had to | eave our Shirley |looking after the stall.
God knows what’s going on back there. She dun’t know a
dahlia froma chrysanth!

PAUL
Forty years that stall’s binin nme famly. Forty years,
and all of a sudden they want us to hand over noney for
somet hi ng we bin doing anyway! |I’mnot going to give in
to 'em

KATH
We shouldn’t, should we? Just stand firm

ARTHUR real i ses he’s being asked for an opinion.

ARTHUR
Ch.. absolutely. Yes. Stand firm O course

KATH
See? | told you, everyone sees our point of view W
got the - whatsit? - the noral high ground. The court
of public opinion, that’'s what the Craven Herald call ed
it. We’re winning in the court of public opinion.

( CONTI NUED)
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The DESK OFFI CER has returned.

DESK OFFI CER
M and Ms Braiththwaite, can you cone next door
pl ease, | need you to conplete sone |icence application
formns.

PAUL

(To ARTHUR) Its those who shout | oudest who get
noticed, that’s what ne dad used to say.

ARTHUR
(without a hint of sarcasn) Yes. | think | see what you
mean.
The DESK OFFICER lifts a hatch and ushers PAUL and
KATH t hrough. They di sappear into another room
DESK OFFI CER
1’1l be with you shortly, M....
ARTHUR
Kettlewell. Arthur Kettlewell.
DESK OFFI CER

Kettlewell. Raight.

ARTHUR
| don’t suppose there is anyone else | could speak to?
It’s quite urgent.

DESK OFFI CER
(Regretfully) No, sorry, we're a bit short-staffed
today. That’s why I’m having to do the |icence
application with the Braithwaites. |If you could just
sit here and wait, 1'Il be back with you soon as.

ARTHUR
Thank you.

The DESK OFFI CER | eaves. ARTHUR is now sitting on
his own. He | ooks around the room He |ooks at his
feet. He sits and | ooks at his hands. Commotion at
t he door, a wonan in her md-30s has appeared
(VANESSA) with her 7 year ol d daught er DEBORAH
(DI XI E)

VANESSA
On! | thought the help desk was still being nmanned!

ARTHUR real i ses she is addressing him

( CONTI NUED)
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ARTHUR
It is. It’s open. It’s just that they are short-staffed
today. The desk officer will be back soon.

VANESSA
Thank God for that! |’'ve got to sort this out today or
Jereny’s going to kill ne.

DI XI E

Mummy! |s Daddy really going to kill you?

VANESSA
No darling, it’s just a figure of speech. But Daddy is
going to be very very cross when he finds out about ny
little car accident.

VANESSA addresses ARTHUR rueful ly.
VANESSA

It'’s a brand new Volvo. Well, it was. Nowit’'s had - a
bit of a bashi ng.

DI XI E
The other car’s nuch nuch worse!

VANESSA
Yes, it is, isn't it? That’'s going to be the main
problem Anyway, |I'’mhere to report it. Present the
papers and all that. Deborah, don’'t be bothering the
gent | eman.

DI XI E has started kicking the chair |eg.

DI XI E
Dixiel I'"mD xie now.

VANESSA

(sighing, and addressing Arthur) This is her |atest
thing. After that reality show star. Dixie Taylor. |
mean, | wouldn't care if she wanted to nodel herself
upon Hel ena Kennedy or Mary Beard. But no! It had to be
sonmeone with big puffy lips, eight facial piercings and
purple hair.

DI XI E
| want to have purple hair!

VANESSA
Yes, but | don’t think Skipton Grls Hgh likes their
pupils to have purple hair. And you do want to go to
Ski pton H gh don’t you? One day when you’ re bigger?
That’s why |’ ve arranged for nice Lucy to give you
extra maths tuition. Lucy went to Skipton H gh. And she
has brown hair. Lovely, normal, brown hair.

( CONTI NUED)



